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The Friday Thought from our Lay Reader, Di
Many people are still talking about last Sunday’s football Euro
2020 final. But sadly, they’re not talking about the game or the
result so much as the widely reported racial abuse which a number
of the players received on social media after the event, along with
the serious reports of what happened before, during and after the
match in terms of crowd discipline. Many innocent people were
put in harm’s way, a number were badly hurt - including the police
who tried hard to maintain the crowd in an orderly fashion. Our
country intends to bid to host the 2030 World Cup; our ability to
do that safely and orderly must now be seriously in question.
Abuse isn’t what I see as the norm; certainly not the
type of abuse that some of the England players
have had to endure. There’s no excuse for such
fear-inducing and potentially life-threatening
abuse, particularly when it comes as a result of
something which is supposed to be enjoyable and
pleasurable. I can only hope that we don’t see this
behaviour repeated at Royal St George at Sandwich in
Kent this weekend at the British Open Golf Tournament
or at the British Grand Prix at Silverstone. Let’s hope
visitors will enjoy being at both events as much as so
many will enjoy watching it all on television. Yes there’s a place for passion and team loyalty but we need
to relax and enjoy the things we get pleasure from
doing or watching.

Just recently, whenever I go out into the garden, the birds are singing, and one can feel
beautifully relaxed and happy. And many people throughout the pandemic have taken
to their gardens and worked hard to create beauty and delight. Many even decided to
dig part of their gardens over and plant vegetables - something they hadn’t thought of
doing before the lockdown. This has helped many who felt isolated and lonely during a
very difficult period.
I remember during the war years, my father digging
up our garden and turning the whole back area over
to vegetables because food was very short. My
mother used to bottle them up so that we had
vegetables during the winter months. No freezers in
those days! Then the seeds for sowing next year’s
crop were collected and shared with neighbours. It
gave people a purpose in life and also provided the
sustenance that we all needed. Many felt that they’d
achieved something significant.
In this week’s gospel reading, Jesus suggests to his apostles, who have all been working
hard spreading God’s Good News, that they get into a boat and go to the other side of
the Lake of Galilee for quietness and reflection. But the crowds that have been following
Jesus and his apostles get wind of the plan and get into their boats, and are waiting for
them as they come ashore. Does Jesus turn them away? No. He shows compassion on
them and, hungry to hear his words, he continues to teach them about the Kingdom of
God.
St Mark - our gospel author - is very keen to affirm
the inauguration of the Kingdom of God in Jesus. The
verses to me emphasize Jesus’ identity as the true,
divine shepherd who will guide his sheep into the
kingdom. We are custodians of God’s Kingdom here
on earth, called to show love and respect to one
another, caring for God’s sheep, keeping them in the
fold, and always ensuring we find time to relax.
It’s a tragedy when things such as sport, which is intended to bring joy and excitement
into our lives, are so badly marred by the thoughts and actions of a minority. We must
work hard to create a society in which such behaviour is eradicated. Then we can rest
from our labours and take stock in the same way that, having worked hard, our gardens
bring us pleasure, joy and relaxation.
Wherever you find it, peace be with you all.

Di

SUNDAY’S READINGS
The book of the prophet Jeremiah, chapter 23 verses 1-6:
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter
the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. Therefore,
thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning
the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you
who have scattered my flock, and have driven
them away, and you have not attended to them.
So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says
the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of
my flock out of all the lands where I have driven
them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I
will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any
longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.
And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

St Mark’s Gospel, chapter 6, verses 30-34 & 53-56:
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He
said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away
in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and
recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of
them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many
things.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat.
When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that
whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And
wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the market-places,
and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched
it were healed.

The collect for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity
Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Details of Sunday’s 9.30am Eucharist, also streamed on our website and Facebook
 President:
Fr Simon (Vicar)
 Preacher:
Fr Simon (Vicar)
 Reader:
Fay Clark
 Intercessions: Huw Lewis
 Sunday Club: Debbie Cubitt
 Mass setting: A New Pilgrim’s Mass (music: David Wood)
 Processional: The King of Love my sheperd is (tune: Dominus Regit Me)
 Gradual:
Father, hear the prayer we offer (tune: Sussex)
 Offertory:
O for a thousand tongues to sing (tune: Lyngham)
 Communion: Faithful shepherd, feed me (tune: Pastor Pastorum)
 Motet:
Lord, I trust thee (music: G.F. Handel)
 Recessional: The Church’s one foundation (tune: Aurelia)

INTERCESSIONS FOR THIS WEEK
For the world-wide Church
 Bishop Alan, Bishop of St Albans
 Bishop Michael, Suffragan Bishop of Hertford
 The Venerable Janet Mackenzie, Archdeacon of Hertford
 Archbishop Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury
 In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
for the Anglican Church of Rwanda
 In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
for the parish of Great Amwell with St Margaret's
in the deanery of Hertford and Ware
 In the Deanery Cycle of Prayer: for our Deanery Synod of Bishop’s Stortford,
for our Area Dean - the Revd Mandy Brown - as she prepares to retire,
and for our Lay Co-Chair, Di Kitson

For the ministry and vocation of the congregation of Great St Mary’s
 For growth:
o in our prayer life
o in our depth of faith
o in our fellowship
o in our nurturing of new disciples

For our world
 For just and peaceful governance throughout the world, particularly at this time in
Myanmar, Hong Kong, Yemen, Syria, Afghanistan, South Africa and central Africa.
 For those suffering from the effects of the climate or natural disaster, including those
fighting the wild fires in North America and for the victims of the floods in Germany.
 For those working to relieve suffering throughout the world.
For emergency and key-workers, scientists and leaders, medical and care workers,
and, in this country, particularly for the NHS.
 For the Tokyo Olympic Games and for all those working in Japan to keep people safe.
 For those, in this country and beyond, who, because of Covid-19, have died or who
are suffering in body, mind or spirit because of the virus.
 For those worried about their livelihood.
 For those who are being persecuted for their faith or other reasons, including the
Uyghurs of China, and Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe being held captive in Iran.
 For those who have been abused in body, mind or spirit.
 For those who are victims of modern-day slavery and human trafficking.
 For those who are victims of famine or poverty, particularly praying for the Shiksha
Rath educational project in New Delhi which we support.
 For those struggling with addiction.
 For those who are homeless, and for the work of the Holy Trinity Night Shelter in
Bishop’s Stortford which we support.

For our town
 For those at our Central Surgery, for the staff and patients of
the Princess Alexandra Hospital in Harlow and the Rivers
Hospital, and for our local care homes and social services.
 For local businesses and commerce in these uncertain times.
 For the pupils, teachers and staff of our local schools including our associated Church of England school in
Spellbrook - as they prepare for the end of the academic year.
 For those feeling isolated and lonely; particularly those living alone.

For the people of
Sunday:
Chalks Avenue & Coney Gree
Monday:
Hazel Gardens & Moorlands Reach
Tuesday:
Cherry Gardens & Marlands
Wednesday:
Church Walk, Church Crescent & Forebury Crescent
Thursday:
Church Street, Blakes Court, Duckling Lane & Fair Green
Friday:
West Road, Tudor Court & West Court
Saturday:
East Drive, East Park & Kingsmead
For the sick and bereaved including
Linda Bowler, Una Bard, Pam Brown, Frieda Elfick, Pete Emery, Steven, Doug Knights,
Phyliss Mason, Betty Taylor, Peter White, June Willis
For those who have died
 Rosemary Jones
For our dearly departed ones, remembered at their year’s mind
 Florrie Ruse (20th July)
 Nicholas Passfield (23rd July)
 Jim Watts (24th July)

NOTICES
 Services this week
 Sun 18th July:
 Mon-Wed & Fri:
 Tues 20th July:
 Wed 21st July:
 Sun 25th July:

9.30am
9.30am
2pm
10am
9.30am

Sung Eucharist
Morning Prayer
MU Eucharist
Midweek Eucharist
Sung Eucharist

 Confirmation class in the autumn
A number of people have been in touch with Fr Simon to enquire
about the possibility of a confirmation class. If you feel drawn to
confirming your baptism or, if you haven’t been baptised, feel
drawn to be baptised and confirmed at the same time, do please
contact Fr Simon.
You may also find this Church of England webpage useful:
www.churchofengland.org/life-events/confirmations/confirmation-faqs
 Churchyard Working Party - Saturday 17th July
Chris Battson and his merry band will be once again
out in the churchyard this Saturday from 9.30am,
keeping the grass and weeds at bay. As always, if
you’re able to lend a hand for an hour or two, bring a drink and a set of gardening
gloves if you have some, and you’ll be welcomed with socially-distanced open arms.

 POSTPONED - GSM Parish Vision Morning
It is with a heavy heart that, following the government’s cautious
message about the easing of the pandemic restrictions this
Monday, we have decided to postpone the Parish Vision Morning.
Continuing to socially-distance and to wear facemasks wherever
possible would have severely limited our ability to operate on
Saturday 24th July, and so, in consultation with the Revd Harry
Steele, the diocesan Church Growth Officer for Hertfordshire, we
have set a new date:
Saturday 25th September.
We hope and pray that the delay of nine weeks will allow us to have a great and
productive morning in September rather than a compromised one in July. Do please
put this new date in your diaries.

 Mothers’ Union receive letter on behalf of The Queen
Following the death of His Royal Highness The Prince Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh, our local branch of the Mothers’ Union
sent a card of condolence to Her Majesty The Queen, along
with a donation of £50 to the Mothers’ Union Relief Fund in
memory of His Royal Highness.
This week, they received a letter from Sir Edward Young,
Private Secretary to The Queen, thanking them.
Sent from Windsor Castle, it reads:

The Queen has asked me to thank you for your thoughtful message
of sympathy, sent on the death of Her Majesty’s beloved husband
The Duke of Edinburgh.
The Queen has been touched by the messages she has received and,
as your Patron, is most grateful for your kind words.
 Harlow Foodbank
Harlow Foodbank is receiving donations again. Whilst you can
leave things at church on a Sunday whilst attending the service, if
you have donations for the foodbank while the church is closed,
you can either take them to Cathy Battson or Ann Bard, or you
can give Cathy a ring (07913 427930) to arrange for donations to
be collected directly from you.

News from our associated CofE school in Spellbrook
Mr Fisher - our Headteacher - writes:
Sadly, due to positive Covid-19 cases
within our school family, Spellbrook has
been completely closed this week, with all the children
studying at home.
However, we are hoping to be back in school early this
coming week for the end of term - not least to gather
outside to say farewell to our leavers who, like the
whole school, have worked hard and played hard during a very difficult year of homeschooling and school bubbles. As they head off to their new schools, we wish them well,
hope to see them again soon, and thank them for all they’ve done to make Spellbrook
such a wonderful and caring family.

 Final Thought
Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a
garage makes you a car. (G.K. Chesterton)

 Content for the Newsletter
If you have a notice for the Friday Email, please let us know by lunchtime on Thursday.

 Contact us
Fr Simon Vivian (Vicar)
Revd Debbie Hore (Associate Priest)
Di Kitson (Lay Reader)
Anthony Heard (Churchwarden)
Website:
Facebook:
YouTube:

vicar@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk
01279 723719
rev.debbie@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk
01279 722948
diana.kitson@btinternet.com
01279 723212
anthony@sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk

www.sawbridgeworthchurch.org.uk
www.facebook.com and search for ‘Great St Mary’s, Sawbridgeworth’
www.youtube.com and search for ‘Great St Mary’s, Sawbridgeworth’

Thank you for your continued support of Great St Mary's.

